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FORMER PENNSYLVANIA CHIEF JUSTICE APPOINTED TO BOARD OF 

PENNSYLVANIA LEGAL AID NETWORK 

 

Former Pennsylvania Supreme Court Chief Justice Ronald D. Castille has just been 

appointed to the Board of the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, the statewide 

umbrella for the provision of civil legal aid to survivors of domestic violence and 

people living in poverty throughout the Commonwealth.  

 

 

Harrisburg, PA — Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network (PLAN) has appointed former 

Chief Justice Ronald D. Castille to its governing board. The board took this action at its 

regular meeting of June 9, 2016. Board President, James P. DeAngelo commented, “We 

are very pleased that Pennsylvania’s retired Chief Justice has agreed to join the Board of 

PLAN. Retired Chief Justice Castille has had a strong demonstrated history of supporting 

the provision of civil legal aid and access to justice for those who have nowhere else to 

turn. We are especially pleased he has agreed to join our board because he not only 

brings the prestige, knowledge and background of his prior office to the role but also his 

personal commitment to fairness for those facing major civil legal challenges, such as 

mortgage foreclosure, domestic violence, threatened eviction or loss of necessary 

utilities, loss of custody, and many other areas.” 

 

The PLAN Board is composed of 13 members, which include attorneys appointed by the 

Pennsylvania Bar Association, income eligible individuals appointed by client 

organizations, and other eligible members. The complete Board roster is attached. Recent 

appointments have included Representative Bryan Cutler, Esq., Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives, James P. Schultz, Esq., Chair, Government Law and Regulatory Affairs, 

Cozen O'Connor, and James Grasty, Vice President & Assistant General Counsel of 
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Merck & Co., Inc. The Board also includes Administrative Judge Kimberly Clark of the 

Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County.  

 

Wesley Payne, IV, Chair of the Board’s Nominating Committee, pointed out that 

“Former Chief Justice Castille will be the first sitting or retired member of the 

Pennsylvania Supreme Court to join our Board, not to mention that he is also the first 

Chief Justice to do so. We very much appreciate the unique perspective he brings.” 

 

The Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network of civil legal aid programs is committed to a civil 

justice system that is client-centered and provides full access to justice for the poor and 

others who have nowhere else to turn for legal advice and representation. PLAN strives 

to meet the civil legal needs of low-income individuals and families and victims of 

domestic violence across the Commonwealth by securing their access to justice and 

fairness through the legal process.  

 

Castille was Chief Justice of Pennsylvania from January 14, 2008 until he faced 

mandatory retirement upon reaching age 70, and stepped down on December 31, 2014. 

He sat as a Justice on the Court since he was first elected as a Republican in 1993, and 

was twice retained by the electorate to remain on the Court.  From 1971 to 1991 Castille 

worked in the Philadelphia District Attorney’s office, the last five years as the elected 

District Attorney.  

 

# # #  

 

Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, Inc.  is a public charity under 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is registered 
with the PA Department of State, Bureau of Charitable Organizations, Registration #3693. A copy of the official 
registration and financial information may be obtained from the PA Department of State by calling toll-free within 
Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Contributions are deductible to the extent permitted by law.  PLS tax-exempt ID number is 
23-1892464/000.  
  
 



 
*The above information reflects the fact that directors appointed for a partial term remain eligible for two full-term, 4-year appointments 

efr = eligible for reappointment; nefr = not eligible for reappointment 

Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network Board of Directors – 2016-2017 

  

 

James P. DeAngelo, Esq, President 

Jay W. Alberstadt, Jr., Esq., President-Elect 

James K. Grasty, Esq, Treasurer 

Marsha W. Mathis, Secretary 

Wesley R. Payne, IV, Esq., President Emeritus 
 

PA Bar Association Appointments 

 

Jay W. Alberstadt, Jr., Esq. 

MacDonald Illig 
100 State Street, Suite 700 

Erie, PA  16507 

Term:  3/2013-3/2017 (efr – 1)* 

Telephone:  814-870-7600 
E-mail:  jalberstadt@mijb.com 

 

Hon. Kim Berkeley Clark 

Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny Cty. 
5059 Family Law Center 

440 Ross Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

Term:  3/2014-3/2018 (efr – 1)* 

Telephone:  412-350-0269 

E-mail:  kim.clark@alleghenycourts.us 

 

James P. DeAngelo, Esq. 
McNees Wallace Nurick, LLC 

100 Pine Street, P.O. Box 1166 

Harrisburg, PA 17108-1166 

Term: 3/2014-3/2018 (nefr)* 
Fax:  717-260-1679 

Telephone:  717-237-5470 

E-mail:  jdeangelo@mwn.com 

 
Wesley R. Payne, IV, Esq. 

White and Williams, LLP 

1800 One Liberty Place 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Term:  3/2015-3/2019 (nefr)* 

Telephone:  215-864-7076 

E-mail:  paynew@whiteandwilliams.com 

 

Hon. Bryan Cutler, Member 

PA House of Representatives 

121 Main Capitol Building 

PO Box 202100 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2100 

Term: 3/2016-3/2020 (efr -1)* 

Phone: (717) 783-6424 

bcutler@pahousegop.com 
 

 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania Welfare Rights 

Organization Appointments 
 

Marsha White Mathis 
PA Welfare Rights Organization 

1231 North Franklin Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19122 

Term:  3/2015-3/2019) (nefr)* 
Telephone:  215-684-3601 

E-mail:  marshawm53@yahoo.com 

 

Bruce Perry 
PA Welfare Rights Organization 

1231 North Franklin Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19122 

Term: 9/2015-3/2018 (efr-2)* 

Telephone:  215-684-3601 

E-mail:  iawphilly@yahoo.com 

 

 

Clients Council of Pennsylvania 

Appointments 

 

Ronald Wilson 
2443 Bedford Avenue, Apt. 348 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

Term:  3/2015-3/2018 (efr – 2)* 

Telephone:  412-681-0293 
E-mail:  ronwaldon45@yahoo.com 

 

Linda Morris 

1203 Virginia Avenue 
Johnstown, PA 15906 

Term: 3/2008-3/2012 expired 

Telephone:  814-536-5723 

(cell):  814-270-1221 

E-mail:  morrisjean22@yahoo.com 

 

PA Project Directors Appointment 
 
Elizabeth W. Fritsch, Esq. 

Legal Aid of SE PA 

625-627 Swede Street 

Norristown, PA  19401 
Term:  3/2015-3/2019 (nefr)* 

Fax:  610-275-5406 

Telephone:  610-275-5400 
E-mail:  efritsch@lasp.org 

 

 

PLAN Board Appointments 
 

 

James K. Grasty, Esq. 
Merck & Co. 

351 N. Sumneytown Pike 

North Wales, PA  19454-2505 

Term:  12/2015-3/2019 (efr-2)* 
Telephone:  (267) 305-8038 

E-mail:  james_grasty@merck.com 

 

James D. Schultz, Esq. 
Cozen O’Connor 

One Liberty Place 

1650 Market Street, Suite 2800 

Philadelphia, PA  19103 

Term:  12/2015-3/2018 (efr-2)* 

Telephone:  (215) 665-5558 

E-mail:  jdschultz@cozen.com 
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